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SCRUTINY COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

 

 

 

To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Fly-Tipping Enforcement Camera Facilities 
 
 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 A report on MTCBC fly tipping enforcement camera facilities as a follow on from the 

report presented by Merthyr Valley Homes (MVH) on 15th April 2019.  
 

2.0 RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
2.1 That the scrutiny committee notes the content of this report. 
 
 
 

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
3.1  Fly tipping is a Corporate Priority and has been high on the agenda since February 

2016. Fly tipping is not unique to Merthyr Tydfil; it is a national problem and fly 
tipping incidents are increasing. According to Keep Britain Tidy 2016/17 Local 
Authorities in the UK recorded in excess of one million incidents of fly tipping costing 
over £50 million of tax payer’s money to clear off Council owned land. 

 

4.0 WHERE WE WERE  
 
4.1 The Fly-tipping functionality formed a part of the Waste Services Department in 

2012/13 and resources included two members of staff (3.5 days per week) and the 
use of one vehicle (this also included all receptacle deliveries, private works).  

 
4.2 All fly-tipping evidence was gathered by Waste Services and passed to 

Environmental Health Department for further action. All prosecutions were 
undertaken by Environmental Health. 
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4.3 In February 2016 the Environmental Enforcement Team was formed to deal with all 
aspects of fly tipping from investigation to clearance on Council owned land. During 
the first year the team were given funds to obtain covert surveillance cameras.  

 
4.4 Local Authorities (LA’s) are responsible for clearing fly-tipping on public land. LA’s 

may also investigate incidents on private land but there is no obligation to clear the 
waste. 
 

4.5 Natural Resources Wales (NRW) is responsible for dealing with large scale illegal 
dumping, including incidents involving organised crime and certain hazardous 
wastes. NRW will only clear up such waste where there is an immediate risk to the 
environment or human health. 
 

 

5.0 WHERE WE ARE NOW  
 

Cameras 
 

5.1 The Department currently have 13 surveillance cameras; 6 Rapid Deployment Kits 
and 7 Trail Cameras.  
 

5.2 Deploying covert cameras is a resource intensive task. The frequency with which 
batteries need to be changed depends on the area the cameras are deployed. For 
example, if the area has a lot of foliage or has a high footfall, the battery would need 
changing sooner than a remote area. On average batteries need to be replaced 
every 2/3 days. Previously, the cameras were deployed by the two Environmental 
Enforcement Officers (EEO), however deployment of cameras has ceased since the 
EEO pilot project ended, which in turn has meant a lack of resources within the 
team.   
 

5.3 Two members of staff are required to put out the surveillance cameras and this can 
sometimes take several hours as the area needs to be prepped before deployment. 
The times in which a camera can be deployed is dependent on how busy the area is. 
For example, a more remote area is more flexible on timings than an area like a rear 
lane that may be used as a thoroughfare.  
 

5.4 Areas for surveillance are determined by our hot spot list and by Tascomi, the 
Council’s complaints system. 
 

5.5 Each time the battery is changed on a camera, the SD card is also changed. If there 
has been an incident of fly tipping, the SD card is checked for footage of the incident. 
Each SD card is 16GB and takes up a considerable amount of officer time to check. 
 

5.6 In addition to this, the area must be regularly checked by a member of the team 
whilst the cameras are deployed. This is to check for any incidents of fly tipping but 
to also check the cameras still remain. There is no facility to allow us to check the 
cameras remotely.  
 

5.7 Following the Scrutiny report presented by MVH on 15th April 2019 officers of the 
Enforcement Team visited MVH to have a demonstration on the Revader Cameras 
that they operate. 
 



5.8 The Revader cameras are overt and are deployed onto lamp posts, where the power 
is sourced from the lamp post and not via a battery. They are accessible remotely 
and can be moved from area to area. MVH currently use a company that charge 
£300 per move, however discussions have taken place with our internal Highways 
Departments and our Street Lighting Team are capable of carrying out the work at a 
reduced cost. The remote access would reduce officer time when reviewing footage 
as we would only require access to footage when an incident has occurred.    
 

5.9 MVH officers have noted a reduction in fly tipping on their land where a Revader 
camera has been deployed. 
 

5.10 Members are however reminded that although cameras footage is advantageous 
when taking a prosecution through the Court system, it is not always straight 
forward. There are issues that can occur such as false number plates, stolen 
vehicles, non-registered vehicles, etc. 
 

Fly Tipping Tonnages 
 

5.11 The fly tipping team pick up on average of 8 tonnes of waste per month. Previously 
our waste went to Amgen in Aberdare, where it was sent for incineration and the 
Local Authority received a percentage of the weight of bottom ash after incineration.  
 

5.12 The majority of all fly tipped waste is now taken through our HWRC sites where we 
have more control of what is and is not recycled. The waste is sorted at site to allow 
us to get the maximum amount possible for any recyclable materials that are picked 
up, however, this waste is not weighed individually and figures are not supplied for 
each department, it is recorded as an overall recycling figure for the authority.   
 

 

6.0 WHERE WE WANT TO BE  
 
6.1 We would like to significantly reduce the instances of fly tipping within the County 

Borough. In order to achieve this we would like to remove and investigate all 
instances of fly tipping on Council owned land within a timely manner. Where 
necessary we also aim to prosecute to help reduce the incidents of fly tipping.  
 

6.2 We want to carry out more surveillance to gain intelligence and evidence on fly 
tippers. The Environmental Cleansing and Enforcement Team have a number of 
covert cameras available to use for surveillance purposes. Due to the capacity within 
the department, there is a lack of surveillance being carried out. More surveillance 
will have a positive effect as it could potentially allow for more prosecutions, which 
with publicity will deter potential offenders from fly tipping in the area. The Revader 
cameras would allow us to carry out camera surveillance in certain hotspot areas 
whilst significantly reducing the amount of officer time needed. 

 

7.0 WHAT WE NEED TO DO NEXT  
 
7.1 Consider purchasing Revader cameras for use within the Environmental Cleansing 

and Enforcement Team to aim to reduce fly tipping in hotspot areas. It is understood 
by the team that as the Revader camera is overt, it may not assist in catching the act 
of fly tipping, but would act as a deterrent in the area it is deployed.  



 
7.2 Carry out a cost analysis exercise for purchasing a Revader camera compared with 

officer time and deployment of existing cameras. 

 

8.0 CONTRIBUTION TO WELLBEING OBJECTIVES 

8.1 Environmental enforcement contributes to the Council’s environmental wellbeing 
objective; communities protect, enhance and promote our environment and 
countryside. 
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Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution?  
 

 

 
 
 


